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Overview of goals. ORCID is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing an open registry of unique
person identifiers for researchers, and to working collaboratively with the research community to
embed these identifiers in research workflows to connect researchers and research. This supports
discoverability and ensures that researchers get credit for their work.
Structure of project. ORCID (http://orcid.org) was founded in 2010, a product of conversations among
commercial and association publishers, research funders, universities, repositories, researchers, and
data providers, who together determined that to solve the name ambiguity problem in scholarly and
research communication required an organization that represented the entire research community
without proprietary interest. ORCID spans sectors, disciplines, organizations, and nations. It is a
community-driven effort to implement a standard and persistent representation of an individual
contributor’s name, and to link that standard to others, such as document and dataset identifiers,
research sample identifiers, grant identifiers, association membership, other person identifiers, and
other research activities as determined by the community. Together these linkages support the unique
identification of an individual researcher.
Participation. Individuals may obtain an ORCID identifier and use the Registry without fee or
membership. Organizations may use the Public API and ORCID sandbox for free. ORCID also makes its
code freely available on GitHub. Members may use the Member API to support authentication,
establishment as a trusted party to share certain data marked as limited access by individuals, and
creation of records by employing organizations. ORCID launched its registry in October, 2012. By
August 2013, over 220,000 researchers and scholars had registered for an identifier. Registry usage is
widespread, from every country and territory, with traffic exceeding 10,000 users from more than 20
countries. ORCID has over 70 organizational members, many of which have embedded identifiers,
including the US National Institutes of Health, Wellcome Trust, Europe PubMed Central, Nature,
Elsevier, Thomson Reuters, Boston University, Chalmers University, Cambridge University, Chinese
Academy of Sciences Library, Japan Science and Technology Agency, CERN, KISTI, ANDS, British Library,
and several vendors.
Main contribution to measuring science. Through adoption and embedding in workflows, ORCID is
becoming a part of the metadata for publications and other works, making it possible to automatically
update ORCID records with new research works metadata. ORCID iDs are being embedded in publishing
systems, grant application and reporting systems, university research information and personnel
systems, repository submission systems, dataset management systems, and professional society

member and meeting management systems. Each of these workflows supports a validated linkage
between a researcher and their works.

Next steps. ORCID just launched an Ambassador program and multiple language versions of its Registry
to better support its users internationally. In the coming year, we will be implementing support for
linking ORCID identifiers with organization identifiers, and methods to support third-party validation of
links between ORCID identifiers, works, and affiliations. We will continue to engage with researchers
and members to grow usage, adoption, integrations, to build a sustainable organization. More
information on ORCID events and activities is available through our blog (http://orcid.org/about/news)
and events (http://orcid.org/about/events) pages.

